
 
 

Class Schedule 
Spring 2019 

 
# Date Session Focus Chapters 
1 4/28/2019 An Introduction to the Bible 1-2 
2 5/5/2019 The Old Testament 3-7 
3 5/12/2019 The New Testament 8-13 
4 5/26/2019 The Nature of Scripture: Inspiration 14-18 
5 6/2/2019 Challenging Passages #1: Science, the Bible, and 

Creation 
19-21 

6 6/9/2019 Challenging Passages #2: Violence and Suffering 22-23 
7 6/16/2019 Challenging Passages #3: Making Sense of Jesus 24-26 
8 6/23/2019 Challenging Passages #4: Gender and Sexual Ethics 27-29 
9 6/30/2019 All We Are Saying is Give the Bible a chance 31-32 

 
 
What is the Bible not… 

• The owner’s manual 
• A Magic 8 Ball 
• A book of systematic theology 
• A book of God’s promises 

 
United Methodist Doctrine on the Bible 

 
The Articles of Religion of the Methodist Church 
Article V – Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation 
The Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation; so that whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man that it should be believed as 
an article of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the name of the Holy 
Scripture we do understand those canonical books of the Old and New Testaments of whose 
authority was never any doubt in the church. The names of the canonical books are: 
 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, The First Book of 
Samuel, The Second Book of Samuel, The First Book of Kings, The Second Book of Kings, The 
First Book of Chronicles, The Second Book of Chronicles, The Book of Ezra, The Book of 
Nehemiah, The Book of Esther, The Book of Job, The Psalms, The Proverbs, Ecclesiastes or the 
Preacher, Cantica or Songs of Solomon, Four Prophets the Greater, Twelve Prophets the Less. 
 
All the books of the New Testament, as they are commonly received, we do receive and account 
canonical. 



Article VI – Of the Old Testament 
The Old Testament is not contrary to the New; for both in the Old and New Testaments 
everlasting life is offered to mankind by Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and man, 
being both God and Man. Wherefore they are not to be heard who feign that the old fathers did 
look only for transitory promises. Although the law given from God by Moses as touching 
ceremonies and rites doth not bind Christians, nor ought the civil precepts thereof of necessity be 
received in any commonwealth; yet notwithstanding, no Christian whatsoever is free from the 
obedience of the commandments which are called moral. 
 
The Confession of Faith of the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
Article IV – The Holy Bible 
We believe the Holy Bible, Old and New Testaments, reveals the Word of God so far as it is 
necessary for our salvation. It is to be received through the Holy Spirit as the true rule and guide 
for faith and practice. Whatever is not revealed in or established by the Holy Scriptures is not to 
be made an article of faith nor is it to be taught as essential to salvation.  
 

Wesleyan (Outler) Quadrilateral 
• Scripture 
• Tradition 
• Experience 
• Reason 

 
United Methodists share with other Christians the conviction that Scripture is the primary source and 
criterion for Christian doctrine. Through Scripture the living Christ meets us in the experience of 
redeeming grace. We are convinced that Jesus Christ is the living Word of God in our midst whom we 
trust in life and death. The biblical authors, illumined by the Holy Spirit, bear witness that in Christ the 
world is reconciled to God. The Bible bears authentic testimony to God’s self-disclosure in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as well as in God’s work of creation, in the pilgrimage of 
Israel, and in the Holy Spirit’s ongoing activity in human history. 
 
As we open our minds and hearts to the Word of God through the words of human beings inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, faith is born and nourished, our understanding is deepened, and the possibilities for 
transforming the world become apparent to us. 
 
We properly read Scripture within the believing community, informed by the tradition of that 
community. 
 
We interpret individual texts in light of their place in the Bible as a whole. 
 
We are aided by scholarly inquiry and personal insight, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As we 
work with each text, we take into account what we have been able to learn about the original context 
and intention of that text. In this understanding we draw upon the careful historical, literary, and 
textual studies of recent years, which have enriched our understanding of the Bible. 
 
Through this faithful reading of Scripture, we may come to know the truth of the biblical message in its 
bearing on our own lives and the life of the world. Thus, the Bible serves both as a source of our faith 
and as the basic criterion by which the truth and fidelity of any interpretation of faith is measured. 
 
While we acknowledge the primacy of Scripture in theological reflection, our attempts to grasp its 
meaning always involve tradition, experience, and reason. Like Scripture, these may become creative 
vehicles of the Holy Spirit as they function within the Church. They quicken our faith, open our eyes to 
the wonder of God’s love, and clarify our understanding. 
 
 


